COP 29 Becomes the Latest Failure to Address Climate Change
By Don Sutherland

2024 remains on track to become the hottest year on record on all of the major climate data sets.
To avoid setting a new record, November 23-December 31 would have to see global
temperatures that were last seen in 2000.

Climate change played a major role in the exceptional heat in the Sahel region in April, the April-
May heat in Asia, the sustained extreme heat in Mexico during May and June, the Mediterranean
heatwave in July, and the unprecedented autumn heatwave in the Southwestern United States.
The 2024 emissions gap report revealed that the world remains on track for 2.6°C-3.1°C
warming by 2100. It's cover pleaded with those who would gather for COP 29, "No more hot
air...please!"

If one wondered what inaction would look like, one saw it at COP 29. The conference, which
featured some late-moment drama, was as close to a total failure as it could have been. Despite
spin coming from some quarters that it made at least some progress, the reality is that it made no
progress.

Instead of agreements, declarations, or binding commitments, nations were urged, called upon or
encouraged to act. No mention of fossil fuels, responsible for the climate-warming greenhouse
gas pollution, was made in any of the four concluding documents. Instead, in an act of cynicism
borrowed from COP 28, "transitional fuels," meaning such fossil fuels as natural gas, were
embraced as helpful for the "energy transition."

Perhaps in the insular world of COP 29, the participants believe rhetoric alone is sufficient to
address problems. Just maybe, they believe that one can simply wish away anthropogenic
climate change. Outside COP 29, there is broad consensus that credible goals and commitments
are specific and measurable. They come with clear targets to guide progress. The most effective
ones come with mechanisms to address gaps, be they cost overruns or production shortfalls,
when they arise. None of these attributes made it into any of the four COP 29 documents. If
anything, COP 29 delivered the last rites for the Paris Goal of holding warming to no more than
1.5°C.



MDCs for 2035 are crucial for achieving Paris
Agreement goals.

Parties urged to submit updated MDCs with
ambitious emission reduction targets, aligned
with 1.5°C goal.

Global emissions must drop below current
MDCs by 2030 to stay on track for 1.5°C.

Parties are called to enhance their efforts and
contribute to a global emissions reduction
strategy, considering different national
circumstances.

The G20 countries are responsible for 77% of
global emissions, requiring faster reductions.

Parties, especially developed countries, urged
to take the lead in mobilizing finance and
driving ambitious emissions reductions.

Financial support for developing countries
must increase significantly, particularly for
clean energy transitions.

A new collective climate finance goal to
support developing countries, with at least
USD 300 billion per year by 2035.

Sector-specific mitigation potentials (e.g.,
energy, transport, agriculture) are crucial for
emission reductions.

Parties encouraged to align strategies across
sectors for more effective mitigation, with an
emphasis on just transitions and energy
Security.

A continuation of the mitigation effort implied by current policies is

estimated to limit global warming to a maximum of 3.1°C (range: 1.9-3.8)
over the course of the century. The full implementation and continuation of
the level of mitigation effort implied by unconditional or conditional NDC
scenarios lower these projections to 2.8°C (range: 1.9-3.7) and 2.6°C
(range: 1.9-3.6), respectively.

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the
Paris Agreement...

Reaffirms that transitional fuels can play a role in facilitating the energy
transition while ensuring energy security...

References to Fossil Fuels: None

Binding Commitment to Phase Out Fossil Fuels: None
Binding Emissions or Fossil Fuel Targets: None
Enforcement Mechanisms: None




