
Unseasonably Early Spring Blossoms Continue to Grow in Number 
By Don Sutherland 

 

March 2024 ranked in the Top 10 in terms of warmth and precipitation for only the second time 

on record. The only other case was 2010, even as records go back to 1869. 

 

Following the 4th warmest winter on record, the stage was set for early spring blossoms. With the 

December 1-March 31 period winding up the 3rd warmest on record, there was nothing to deter 

the proliferation of spring blossoms. 

 

All of the 6 warmest December 1-March 31 periods have occurred since 2000. Five of them have 

occurred since 2010: 2011-2012 (1st), 2015-2016 (2nd), 2019-2020 (6th), 2022-2023 (4th), and 

2023-2024 (3rd). This outcome is consistent with climate change that is producing ongoing 

warming. 

 

Four of the spring blossoms found in the New York Botanical Garden on March 30th are below: 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 


