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A message from 

President Ricardo R. Fernández

Every ending is a new beginning. As we look forward to another commencement, I am 
preparing to end my tenure as the President of Lehman College. This was not an easy 
decision; nor was it one that I made lightly. But after twenty-six years at the helm of 
Lehman College I can look back at my first day here—September 1, 1990—and the two-
and-a-half decades that followed with immense pride at the things we have accomplished.

This issue of Lehman Today is, for me, full of memories both personal and professional. 
The Bronx was in a much different place when I arrived here from Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
where I had lived since I was an undergraduate and graduate student (with the exception 
of my time as a doctoral student at Princeton). Lehman was in a different place, too. It was 
primarily known as quiet liberal arts college in the north Bronx. Today, I am proud to say 
that Lehman has built on its proud liberal arts and sciences history to add new academic 
programs, new schools, new buildings, and it has forged an incredible bond with our home 
borough. You can read about it in this issue’s cover story (which beings on p. 11). 

You can also read how, once again, Lehman College hosted another global politics 
dignitary when Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, visited our campus 
in March to deliver the Herbert H. Lehman Memorial Lecture. It was an historical event, 
one that I will not soon forget (p.18). Other major activities this spring were the Second 
Annual Science Day, which combines a number of our science-based events such as the 
Bronx SciFest, the Research and Scholarship Day (when our undergraduate and graduate 
students put their scientific research on display), and the Arthur Sweeny, Jr. Memorial 
Lecture by Chemistry Nobel laureate Richard R. Schrock into one science-filled day here on 
campus (p. 22). There are also stories about the accomplishments of our faculty, students, 
and alumni such as novelist/memoirist André Aciman (p. 24), who recalled the influence 
of one of his professors, Joseph Tusiani, recently named New York State Poet Emeritus by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, and who has just published a new poetry collection (p. 10).

My time at Lehman College has been an incredible honor. I am extremely proud of this 
College, and the dedicated staff and outstanding faculty who have served it through the 
years. But most of all, I am proud of the students. During my time as the President, some 
60,000 students have graduated from Lehman. It’s a big number and one that I believe 
has had an outsized impact on the economic and social life of the Bronx, New York 
City, and beyond. And while the past fills me with great pride, I am also excited by the 
promise that the future holds for Lehman College. We should all take pride in what has 
been accomplished at Lehman in its 48 years of existence as a senior college, and we look 
forward with anticipation to its 50th anniversary in 2018.

I know I am.
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The Making of a President

At 92, Joseph Tusiani continues to work wonders. In October  
2015, Tusiani, a Professor Emeritus at Lehman College, was 
honored for his lifetime achievement in the arts at the Lehman 
College Foundation Awards dinner. Then in January, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo named him the New York State Poet Laureate 
Emeritus in honor of his literary corpus as an acclaimed poet, 
translator, and novelist. Now, in April, Tusiani has published  
A Clarion Call (Bordighera Press), a collection of sixty-eight poems 
that he has penned, on a nearly daily basis, since suffering a  
stroke in February 2014.

Born in San Marco in Lamis, Italy in 1924, Tusiani earned a 
doctorate from the University of Naples in 1947, and that year 
emigrated from Italy to the United States, settling in the Little Italy 
section of his beloved Bronx. He taught at a number of colleges 
before landing at Lehman College where he taught Dante and the 
classics (see p. 24), before retiring in 1983. 

In the nearly two and a half years since his fateful stroke, Tusiani 
has written more than 600 poems in four languages: English 
(the language of his adopted country); Italian (the language of 
his native country); Latin (the mother tongue of Catholicism and 
the Romance languages); and Gargano (the dialect of the Apulia 
region of Italy, where he was born, and his first language). In A 
Clarion Call, Tusiani writes about the new physical limitations he 
must grapple with even as he contemplates his own mortality. His 
new need for a cane is recorded in “Mother’s Day 2014” as he 

visits his mother’s grave in St. Raymond’s Cemetery, triggering a 
childhood memory of young doctors suddenly strolling the piazza 
of his hilltop Italian town with canes “to let all the people know 
they had achieved well-earned importance in society.” In “The 
Wounded Swallow,” he recalls another childhood memory when 
a boy struck a bird with a slingshot: “she was flying low around 
the church/a different sling has hit and wounded me/His name 
is Fate, but I’ve forgiven him.” But throughout A Clarion Call, again 
and again, Tusiani finds solace in both beauty and art, to which he 
has dedicated his life. In “New York’s Botanical Garden,” a poem 
he wrote about one of his favorite places in the Bronx: “...No words 
are needed:/just walk around and let this very place/tell you what’s 
necessary to replenish/your senses with new life and all your life/
with a transcending sigh of inner peace.”

Born in San Marco in Lamis, JOSEPH TUSIANI received his doc-
torate in letters from the University of Naples in 1947, the year in 
which he came to the United States. His return to his home village 
in 1954 inspired his � rst poem in English, “� e Return,” which re-
ceived the English Poetry Society’s prestigious Greenwood Prize. His 
poems in English, Italian, and Latin have garnered numerous priz-
es. His books of Latin poetry — Melos Cordis (1955), Rosa rosarum 
(1984), In Exilio Rerum (1985), Carmina Latina II (1998), Radìcitus 
(2000), and In nobis caelum (2007) — have established him as the 
greatest living neo-Latin poet.

                        VIR MONTANUS

Montis imago tenet mentem, tenet omnia nota
Atque ignota meae vitae quae monte creatast.
Durae sunt cautes qui stant in pectore sensus
Ac durissima nunc et semper praefero verba.
Sum petraeus sicut mons ille, tenax quoque vivo
Ut vivit ventus per viva cacumina spirans.
Sum qui sum, vir montanus de rupibus altus,
Cortex rugosus, lignum pluviis obsistens.
Atqui cur, mihi dicite, cur coram indice lucis
Matutinae sum mollis mitisque poeta?

Novi Eboraci, die Maii xxx, MMXV
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NY State Poet Emeritus Publishes  
New Poetry Collection

“ To me, it is unquestionably 
obvious that an educated 
population is vital to the 
nation’s economic and civic 
wellbeing, and thus well 
worth our collective support 
and investment of precious 
resources.”

 – Dr. Ricardo R. Fernández
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officers clad in riot gear in the early morning hours. Some public 
officials and even a few CUNY administrators demanded that 
students be suspended or expelled. President Fernández however, 
had other ideas. During his conversations with the students, they 
had discussed nonviolence and civil disobedience as a method 
of protest. “They told me they had studied Martin Luther King, 
so I asked them about Saul 
Alinsky”—the author of Rulebook 
for Radicals and a pioneer in 
community organizing— and 
“they looked at me and asked 
‘Who’s that?’”

Seizing the opportunity to 
turn the crisis into a teaching 
experience, President Fernández 
negotiated with the Bronx D.A. 
and suggested that instead 
of doing time, the arrested 
students do their homework: 
each one had to write a 15-
page research paper on civil 
disobedience and were given 

a reading list of books and articles by Martin Luther King, Gandhi, 
and Alinsky. In one fell swoop, President Fernández managed to 
keep the peace, save the students from having a police record, and 
enforce the educational principles at the heart of Lehman College’s 
mission. 

Throughout the 1990s the crises would keep coming. In 1995 
there was another budget cut from Albany that created a fiscal 
emergency, resulting in forced layoffs of faculty and staff across 
the University. But rather than follow the conventional wisdom of 
“last hired, first fired,” Fernández opted to close two departments: 
Physical Education and Academic Skills, the College’s remediation 
unit. “I didn’t want to lose the younger and talented recent hires,” 
he explained. “To do so would have resulted in losing an entire 
generation of faculty.” While these moves were controversial at the 

ethnicity, language acquisition, ESL, and bilingual education. “What 
integrated my two-decades-long, seemingly disparate set of 
experiences that make up my professional background is a desire 
to create and expand opportunities on behalf of those for whom a 
public institution is the only meaningful option to a college degree,” 
he said. It was that experience and motivation that would earn him 
the right to become a finalist, and ultimately, the second President 
of Lehman College in 1990. 

“It Was a Very Intense Year”
Fernández and his family moved to New York City at a time when 
both the city at large and the Bronx were struggling. The late 
1980s saw a series of high-profile crimes that made national—and 
international—headlines, such as the Central Park jogger attack 
and the murder of Yusef Hawkins. Racial tensions were roiling, and 
the AIDS and crack epidemics had destroyed thousands of lives. 
The Bronx, in particular, had been suffering from high crime and 
political neglect for decades. “It seemed to me that New York was 
a city out of control at the time,” said Fernández. 

His first year on the job offered no respite; instead, it was a 
baptism by fire. In March 1991, there was the unspeakable tragedy 
of Paula Soto—an undergraduate student who was killed by a stray 
bullet fired from a passing No. 4 train as she practiced with the 
Lehman’s women’s softball team on the South Field. Then there 
was a budget cut and tuition hikes that sparked University-wide 
turmoil across numerous CUNY campuses, including Lehman. 
In April 1991, a month after Soto’s death, students occupied 
Shuster Hall, Carman Hall, and Gillet Hall. To insure classes 
could go on, Fernández had the doors to the Music Building and 
Davis Hall removed preventing the strikers from locking other 
students out. But, however tense the situation became, he kept 
the line of communication open with the protestors. “I always had 
a way to speak to the students,” he recalled, “and that made a big 
difference.” 

The unrest went on for two weeks. CUNY officials got a court 
order requiring the students to vacate all public buildings. While 
most left, a dozen Lehman students refused. Fernández reluctantly 
called the police and the twelve were arrested by 300 police 

the spot that I would go to Marquette too,” he said. “The Milwaukee 
Braves were well known because they had defeated the New York 
Yankees in the 1957 World Series. It was my love of baseball that 
led me to the Upper Midwest.”

Although Fernández was accepted to George Washington 
University Medical School—his father’s alma mater—he realized 
that when it came to his pre-med studies “my heart was not 
in it.” Instead, after graduating with an B.A. in Philosophy and 
a Chemistry minor, he stayed on at Marquette, earning a M.A. 
in Spanish Literature. It was there that he met his future wife, 
Patricia, who was also a student at Marquette. The couple married 
in 1965 and moved to Princeton, New Jersey, where Fernández 
had been accepted into Princeton’s doctoral program in Romance 
Languages. In 1968, he returned to Milwaukee where he was hired 
as an Instructor of Spanish at Marquette. After two years there, 
he completed his dissertation on Cuban novelist Alejo Carpentier, 
receiving his Ph. D. in January 1970.

It was in Milwaukee that Fernández first got involved with 
the educational needs of the local Latino community. “I was 
invited to join groups seeking to create opportunities for youth, 
improve conditions for Hispanic students in the city’s schools, 
and increase the number of Latinos attending the city’s public 

university campus,” he said. In the fall of 1970 he resigned from 
his post at Marquette and became the director of the Spanish 
Speaking Outreach Institute (SSOI) at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. In less than a year, the Latino student population at 
UW-Milwaukee soared. 

Looking back on his career trajectory, Fernández freely admits 
that his career followed a nontraditional course. “I had never 
held a senior university administrative post such as department 
chair, dean, or provost,” he said. In his twenty years in Wisconsin, 
Fernández went from being a faculty member to the director of 
SSOI, slowly climbing the administrative ladder and learning the 
ropes of academic politics. He changed his field of study and 
became a faculty member in the School of Education at UW-
Milwaukee, and in the process, a scholar on education policy, 

On September 1, 1990 Dr. Ricardo R. Fernández 
became the second President in the history of Lehman College—
the first Latino to become a President of a senior college in New 
York City or State. At the time, few could have known that it was 
the beginning of a new era—one that would last twenty-six years 
and come to define both the College and the man. When the 
CUNY Board of Trustees ratified his selection in June 1990, 
he was an assistant vice chancellor in the Office of the Vice 
Chancellor of Academic Affairs at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. He arrived in the Bronx from the Badger State where 
he had lived and worked off and on since arriving in the United 
States as an undergraduate student from his home in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico.

As the oldest of three boys, he was named for his father, Ricardo 
Fernández García, and like him expected to become a doctor. He 
attended a bilingual Catholic grade school in San Juan—some 
courses were taught in Spanish, others in English—and struggled 
as a student, particularly with math. After fifth grade he had to 
attend summer school but the math course was taught in Spanish 
and he did well. His problem, he soon discovered, wasn’t math; it 
was English. “That was my first awareness that I needed to master 
my second language, English, to succeed in school,” he said.

Beginning in seventh grade he attended Colegio San Ignacio de 
Loyola, an all-boys, bilingual Jesuit prep school. He soon took 
solace in the Jesuit motto—mens sana in corpore sano (a healthy 
mind in a healthy body)—and devoted himself to his studies, falling 
in love with the classics like The Iliad and The Odyssey, Spanish 
plays, Shakespeare, and poetry. In ninth grade, he began to study 
Latin, and it quickly became his favorite subject. “I was so good 
at it that by the time I was a junior, I was tutoring some of my 
classmates,” he said.

Fernández wanted to attend college in the United States but 
wasn’t sure where to apply. A teacher had suggested the Midwest 
but when a classmate informed him that Marquette University 
was in Milwaukee—then home of baseball’s Milwaukee Braves— 
Fernández chose his collegiate destination right then. “I decided on 

President Fernández (left) with Berta Pajes, the mother of Lehman  
student, Julio Cesar Gonzalez, and Dr. Laird W. Bergad in Cuba in 1993.

President Fernández addresses strikers outside Shuster Hall in  
April 1991.

The new President with his family (from left) Ricardo, Daniel, Amanda, 
his wife, Patricia, David, and José (in front) in October 1991.

The President (above) at the opening of the APEX in 1994; Lehman 
College patrons Monroe and Rose Lovinger with President Fernández, 
and Edwin Claudio, the then Executive Director of the Lehman College 
Foundation in the 1993. The Lovinger Theatre is named in their honor. 
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In 2013, the School of Health Sciences, Human Services, and 
Nursing was established, illustrating the College’s commitment to 
the healthcare professions—one of the largest job sectors in the 
Bronx. Thanks to President Fernández, there is an array of CUNY 
research institutes that reflect the College’s diversity and its values, 
such as the CUNY Institute for Irish-American Studies; the Jaime 
Lucero Mexican Studies Institute, and the Center for Human Rights 
and Peace Studies.  

Twenty-six years later, President Fernández leaves Lehman College 
a far different institution than the one it was when he arrived. 
Likewise, the Bronx is rapidly becoming a destination of choice 
for entrepreneurs of all stripes, artists, and savvy New Yorkers 
looking for choice real estate deals. These days, the Bronx is on an 
upswing. Some even talk of a Bronx Renaissance. This optimistic 
atmosphere would never have happened without Lehman College’s 
contributions or the vision of President Ricardo R. Fernández. 

For him, his years of service to Lehman College and the Bronx 
can be traced back to his childhood. “As a product of a Jesuit 
education, I know full well their motto ‘men and women in the 
service of others,’ he said. “A commitment to serve was inculcated 
in me by my teachers and mentors early on and it continues 
to inspire my efforts to this very day.” And for that, the Lehman 
College family—and the Bronx—is forever in his debt.

Violin) in 2000. A year later Billy Collins, a Distinguished Professor 
of English, became a two-time U.S. Poet Laureate, and would 
go on to become the best known, and most widely read poet in 
America.

By 2005, Chancellor Goldstein had declared that the next ten 
years would be “The Decade of Science” at CUNY. And thanks 
to much personal effort by President Fernández, Lehman College 
received the funding for a new $70 million science building. 
For the first time, the College’s science departments would 
be in close proximity to one another, helping to foster cross-
disciplinary collaboration among faculty and students. “The College 
was already respected for it arts and humanities departments, 
professional programs, art gallery, and performing arts center,” 
he said. “I hoped that Lehman would become better known as a 
center for science education and research.” His hope coincided 
with national trends in higher education and international trends in 
the global economy as the U.S., reacting to global market forces, 
began to focus more on the so-called STEM fields—Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.

Along with this new focus, Lehman College was adding new 
facilities at a rapid pace. In 2012, the College opened its $16 
million all-digital Multimedia Center in the basement of Carman 
Hall, allowing students to get hands-on access to professional film, 
TV, and music studio equipment. 

Science Hall officially opened in January 2013. Along with it the 
College began to build a K-16 STEM pipeline to give Bronx public 
schoolchildren adequate access and exposure in the sciences. That 
same year, the Child Care Center opened right next to Shuster 
Hall, the College’s main administrative building, to provide a safe 
educational environment for children of Lehman students. 

A Legacy of Excellence
Since 1990, some 60,000 students have graduated Lehman 
College. Current enrollment rates are among the highest the 
College has experienced in the past two and a half decades, 
with 10,800 undergraduates, and over 2000 graduate students. 

local communities; to create “a college-going culture” in the 
Bronx, which was lagging behind the city in both economic and 
educational performances. 

Even during the difficult years of his first decade, Lehman College 
had committed itself to a beautification process to improve its 
campus facilities.  In 1994, The APEX, designed by Uruguayan-
born architect Rafael Viñoly, opened with an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool, outdoor tennis courts, an indoor track, plus 
basketball, racquetball, and handball courts. President Fernández 
also updated the College’s technological capacities—computers 
were a rare site on campus when he arrived in 1990. In 1999, the 
College’s $13.5 million Information Technology Center opened 
in the center floor of Carman Hall, the College’s main classroom 
building. In his address at his formal installation as president in 
October 1991, President Fernández had noted that the central 
challenge facing both Lehman College and the City University 
of New York was “to educate the next generation of America’s 
urban students, and to do it as if our city’s and our nation’s welfare 
depends on it, because it really does.” Under President Fernández’s 
leadership Lehman College has fostered relationships with an 
array of Bronx public schools in an effort to create a fairer, more 
equitable public school system in the borough. The goal was 
to establish collaborative efforts with the NYC Department of 
Education to turn out better-prepared students from the borough’s 
K-12 system.

With the dawn of a new 
century, Lehman College 
made national headlines 
when two of its finest, and 
longest serving faculty 
members, won accolades 
that made them household 
names in their respective 
fields. Composer John 
Corigliano, a Distinguished 
Professor of Music, won an 
Academy Award for Best 
Original Score (The Red 

time, they would prove to be prescient.

During those same years, CUNY came under fire from New York 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. Former Yale President Benno Schmidt 
was asked to chair a task force that reviewed the entire University-
wide system. The result was a 1999 reported titled “CUNY: An 
Institution Adrift.” The Schmidt report, as it became known, urged 
senior colleges to eliminate all remedial courses, making them the 
focus of the system’s community colleges—a significant policy shift. 
Since Lehman College, under President Fernández’s leadership, 
had instituted those changes years before, he was asked to testify 
before the New York State Board of Regents. “I was convinced 
that the community colleges were better at providing remedial 
education to students than the faculty of a senior college,” he 
said. Critics complained that Black and Latino student enrollment 
figures would plummet; they didn’t. In fact, over time they grew, 
particularly at the community colleges.

The Evolution of Higher Education— 

and Lehman College
In 1999, with a new Chancellor, former Baruch College President 
Matthew Goldstein, at the helm, the University sought to get 
its house in order. From the beginning of his time at Lehman, 
President Fernández wanted to leverage the College’s academic 
standing and its connection to the local community and marshal 
the College’s intellectual resources to improve the lives of the 

Sharing a light moment with Lehman College President Emeritus  
Leonard Lief in the early 1990s.

President Fernández with Sungshin Women’s University President  
Hwa Jin Shim at the signing of an articulation agreement establishing  
a dual-degree program in 2008.

President Fernández with Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. at Lehman College  
in 2005.

In 2008, then CUNY Chancellor, Matthew Goldstein, (center) and other 
CUNY leaders participated in a groundbreaking ceremony for the future 
Science Hall.

Distinguished Professor of English  
Billy Collins, with Myrna M. Rivera, the 
chair of the Lehman College Foundation’s 
board of directors, and President  
Fernández, at the College’s 2014 gala.

The President (left) meets President Obama (center), with  
Joseph Fordyce (left) and CUNY Chancellor James B. Milliken.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon delivers the 47th annual  
Herbert H. Lehman Memorial lecture. 
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 2009
President Fernández is awarded an honorary doctorate in 2009 
from Sungshin Women’s University of Seoul, South Korea.

 2010
The College’s brand new $16 million state-of-the-art Multimedia 
Center/Lehman Studios opens.

 2011
Ground is broken for the future Child Care Center next to Shuster 
Hall. The Child Care Center will open in 2013 and eventually 
provide a caring, safe, and educational center for 140 children of 
Lehman students.

President Fernández is given the NFL Hispanic Heritage Award 
by the New York Jets.

 2012
After four years of construction, Science Hall, the College’s new 
state-of-the-art research and teaching facility, is dedicated in a 
ceremony attended by CUNY officials and the Bronx Borough 
President Rubén Díaz, Jr., a proud Lehman alumnus. 

 2013
On January 28, the first day of the Fall 2013 semester, Science 
Hall, officially opens.

The Child Care Center opens.

 2014
Lehman College receives a statue of “The King,” a replica of an 
Olmec Head, a gift from Mexico to celebrate the first anniversary 
of the CUNY Institute of Mexican Studies, which is housed at the 
College.

 2015
The Lehman College Peace Bell, inspired by a trip by President 
Fernández to South Korea, is unveiled in a ceremony on campus. 
The bell is a generous gift by Mr. Yong Lee, a friend of the 
College, and his family.

President Barack Obama arrives at Lehman College on May 4 
to launch My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, a nonprofit, aimed at 
helping at risk young urban males to stay in school.

At Convocation in September, President Fernández announces 
that he will retire at the end of the 2015-16 Academic Year, 
completing 26 years as President of Lehman College.

 2016
The women’s basketball team captures the CUNY championship 
title defeating Brooklyn College in overtime 73-67. 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon delivers the 47th 
Annual Herbert H. Lehman Memorial lecture.

 2002
The College gathers to honor the Lehman student and three 
alumni, who lost their lives in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

The High School of American Studies at Lehman College opens. 
In ten years, it will become the No. 1 ranked high school in both 
New York City and State, and recognized as one of the finest 
high schools in the United States.

 2003
Lehman kicks off its 35th year and the 125th anniversary of 
Gov. Lehman’s birth with the symposium “Herbert H. Lehman 
Remembered.” 

Lehman dedicates a new main entrance at Gate Five on Goulden 
Avenue, featuring a new walkway and plaza with a striking work 
of public art, called “Intersections” featuring famous works of 
poets, philosophers, musicians, and scientists. 

The Lehman College Foundation, together with President and 
Mrs. Fernández, host a reception in the Lehman Art Gallery for 
the College’s Distinguished Professors. Outstanding students, 
selected by the Distinguished Professors, each receive a $100 
prize in honor of their accomplishments.

 2004
Responding to the critical shortage of nurses in the New York 
area, Lehman begins a cooperative program with the Seoul 
National Medical Center that helps Korean nurses—who have 
already earned their New York State licenses—increase their 
understanding of English language medical terminology and the 
operation of American healthcare facilities.

A reception at Lehman Brothers in midtown Manhattan salutes 
the 35th anniversary of Lehman College and the 125th 
anniversary of the birth of Herbert H. Lehman.  Richard S. Fuld, 
Jr. chairman and CEO of Lehman Brothers, hosts the event, 
which raises over $150,000 for the Governor Herbert H. Lehman 
Endowed Scholarship Fund.

Lehman honors Iranian human rights activist Shirin Ebadi, winner 
of the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize, at a reception at the United 
Nations cosponsored with the International Health Awareness 
Network (IHAN). Mrs. Ebadi gives the keynote address at a 
Lehman/IHAN symposium, where she receives the Lehman 
Leadership Award. The College establishes the Shirin Ebadi 
Peace Scholarship in her honor.

 2005
A bust of the College’s namesake Herbert H. Lehman, sculpted 
by John Belardo of the Lehman Art Department, is dedicated 
during a ceremony on campus.

 2006
Lehman College hosts the international event “A Dialogue on 
China and Russia” with Ambassador Andrey I. Denisov of the 
Russian Federation and Ambassador Yishan Zhang of China.

Lehman Library is officially named the Leonard Lief Library, in 
honor of Lehman College’s first President, Dr. Leonard Lief.

 2008
Ground is broken for the $70 million new science building.

An agreement for a dual-degree program with Sungshin 
Women’s University in South Korea is signed, furthering the 
College’s international reach.

 1996
Students stage a mock General Assembly with Secretary General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, who comes to campus to honor Lehman’s 
historic role in the creation of the United Nations. Dogwood trees 
are planted in a “peace grove” on the campus oval near the Old 
Gym, site of the 1946 Security Council meetings. 

The Carnegie Foundation names Professor Sondra Perl of the 
English department the New York Professor of the Year.  

 1997
President Fernández urges State legislators to fund key initiatives 
in the CUNY budget request for programs and capital projects. 

Veterans of the WAVES reunite on campus, where 86,000 
trained during World War II, to dedicate a stained glass window  
in the Music Building. 

Lehman sports teams adopt a gender-neutral mascot as the 
Lightning replaces the Lancers.

 1998
A five-year campaign to save historic Jerome Park Reservoir  
from becoming a filtration plant site is successful. 

 1999
The $13.5 million Information Technology Center opens in  
Carman Hall. 

A Middle States accreditation team describes Lehman as a 
“main source of opportunity” for students and called the faculty 
“excellent” and “very involved in research and service.”

 2000
Distinguished Professor of Music John Corigliano wins the 2000 
Academy Award for Best Original Score for the film The Red 
Violin. 

The Bronx Small Business Development Center opens in the  
Old Gym. 

Lehman is rated one of the top colleges in the country for Latino 
students by Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education. 

The TV show “Law and Order” becomes a regular visitor to the 
Lehman campus for college scenes.

 2001
Billy Collins, a Distinguished Professor of English at the College, 
is named U.S. Poet Laureate. He will go on to serve two 
consecutive terms as U.S. Laureate and also New York State 
Poet Laureate. Over the next ten years, Professor Collins will 
become the best known and most widely read poet in the United 
States. 

Distinguished Professor of Music John Corigliano wins the 2001 
Pulitzer Prize for Music. 

The Library receives a major Spanish Civil War collection.

The CUNY Institute for Irish-American Studies is established  
at Lehman.

 1990
Dr. Ricardo R. Fernández is named the second President of 
Lehman College. He affirms Lehman’s historic commitment to 
access, excellence, and strong ties with the community, and 
expands partnerships with Bronx schools. He introduces new 
academic programs, and continues a building and beautification 
program on campus The New York Times has called “the 
most attractive of the CUNY colleges…with some of its finest 
facilities.”

 1991
Dr. Fernández is formally inaugurated the second President of 
Lehman College on October 25, 1991. 

BronxNet, an award-winning cable television station, moves into 
Carman Hall. Many television journalists—both in front of and 
behind the camera—get their start with the Bronx-based network.

 1992
Presidential candidates Bill Clinton and Jerry Brown debate at 
Lehman Center before the New York primary focusing on issues 
affecting urban America.

Lehman wins neighborhood beautification awards from the Bronx 
Borough President and Citizens Committee for NYC.

 1993
The 500-seat Lovinger Theatre is named in honor of Lehman 
College patrons Monroe and Rose D. Lovinger. 

Lehman celebrates its 25th anniversary year.

 1994
The APEX, a $57 million center for sports and fitness, opens. 
The Times calls Rafael Viñoly’s design “a temple to physical 
education.” 

The Institute for Literacy Studies celebrates its 10th anniversary 
with a conference on urban education.  

 1995
The beauty of the campus is enhanced by the installation of 
decorative gates and new metal fencing thanks to the support of 
Bronx Borough President Fernando Ferrer and Councilwoman 
June Eisland. 

Lehman joins a CUNY initiative, funded by the National Science 
Foundation, to improve science-and math-teacher preparation. 

A delegation from Lehman becomes the first group of CUNY 
students to visit Hanoi and travel throughout Vietnam.
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