The Frigid February of 2015
By Don Sutherland

An anonymous 16™ Century writer once observed:

This winter’s weather it waxeth cold,
And frost it freezeth on every hill,
And Boreas blows his blast so bold
That all our cattle are like to spill.

At Lehman College, Spring classes have been underway for almost a month. In this
semester, “Spring” is a misnomer. At this point in time, probably more than a few
students (and perhaps even staff) are entertaining visions of wind sand and an endless
stream of waves gently rolling to shore, one after another in remarkably precise rhythm.
With perhaps a little dose of imagination, that vision can be crafted to fit the current
February. A seemingly perpetual blanket of snow plays the role of the sand, and a
succession of waves of Arctic air originating in a region stretching from Siberia to
Canada’s Northwest Territories fits the part of the surf.
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As aresult, February has “waxeth cold” as few months have in New York City since
recordkeeping began in 1869. Through February 21%, the mean temperature for New
York City has been 23.6° or 11.0° below normal. Only seven months have had a lower

average temperature.

Some highlights through February 21st:

* The 2° reading on February 20 was the City’s coldest temperature since January 16,
2004 when the thermometer fell to 1°, the coldest February reading since February 18,
1979 when the temperature dipped to 0°, and the lowest temperature on or after February
20 since February 25, 1914 when the mercury reached 1°




* 9 days with high temperatures below 32°, the most in February since 1979 when there
were 15 such days.

* 14 days with low temperatures below 20°, the most in February since 1936 when there
were 15.

* 5 days with low temperatures below 10°, the most in February since 1979 when there
were 8.

With the deep and persistent cold, streams, rivers, waterfalls, and even the Long Island
Sound have been icing up. In recent days, the Long Island Sound has become seeming a
mass of more ice than water.
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Despite the sting of Jack Frost’s icy breath this February, winter is filled with hidden
beauty for all those who seek it. One example of late is a magnificent sunrise over ice that
would have satisfied a range of artistic tastes.
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In the meantime, another Arctic blast is rolling into the New York City Metro Area.
Right behind it, another one is following closely on its heels.



